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| Genersl David Sarmoff
' Chaiyman of the Board
' Radfc Corporstion of America
30 Rockefeller FPlazs

Few York 20, New York

Dear David:

I want to thank you very much for sending me Mr. Hengen's
| mwmwmmmmwtmmm
1ike toc have scae of our comments.

| Redic Cairo's imfluence in the Arsd World has indeed been
: parsmowst, due in part to its high transmitter power and, as Mr.
Esngen: states so well, its sppeal to the largely illiterats,
nationalistic Arsd messes. It is of interest to note, however,

mmwm,mmquwnnm
factor in attracting Arsd sadiences, the Yolce of America has
1 mmww-:m::mmw'ariu.mﬁns
| to the Arsb World. We believe its presemtation of Americesn ino-
tmmwmummﬁmmwmm
tive.
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Iwmmmmm.m*sm:mum
stady Perscnal attention. Buch reporting bia and others
vhzmaeﬁnia:umdhutm&ﬂuwu.w
With kindest personel regards.
Sincerely,

Allen W Dulles
Birector

STAT
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 NATIONAL ‘BROADCA ';ma‘ COMPANY, INC.

lNTERDEPARTMENT CORRESPONDENCE

,, | DATE February 206, 1959 .
= gussrer  VOICE OF THE ARABS RADIO

10

exom . WILLIAM R, MC ANDREW

2 the Voice ef the Arabs radio,
T e Napser o ‘
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- "‘ﬁlddlo East, rro- ﬁonu !hn n, NBC llm bnrun
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Xnthinctim ‘= - The Voii helArabs f}i?i‘a ‘the radio voice of Gamal Abdel = '~

" rrul nnd effective component of the Egyptian =
: tho ‘whole Igyptm-smm propsganda machine

“%ﬁwr,. It ia the ok

nﬁata Broadcaating m Lot

_ dailr,»incrvasad to s‘

Sawz*al ot‘ tha tramni
@m quca of the Arabs’s

"ita mudiemo to violent" polit.ical actim_A

' with ™ main roln in pravoki.ng pcpuhr i
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3imilarly, in Lebanon the Volce of ‘the Arabs incited the Moslems to '
wago last summerls 4»~mumctim.‘*’ “’ff*ilt buoyed up their hopes with optimdstic
reports .of the: imminent collapae bf the ‘Chamoun regime,

Today the Voim or ‘the" Anha tnd 1ta new appendnge, the Voice of troo

“Africa, ‘are erfecumly at.irring wp nauommt ununmt in th- Parum

ulf and East Atrict. ’rhn Cai.ro radio alao attaclu Coummht MImnee 1n

RO S~ O Y R T g

Facilities and Prcgram - lupt. will soon paoun thc ‘most powsrful nd:lun--

wave tranamit’oers in the H.lddlo ‘Ewt.. Ma,EM1laﬁtt.Czach trensmitter already

.5‘3 optxrating on mdiumaveuchameh ‘at Hihsoura in”’tho Nile D-lta.““‘ Anathor

init of similaricapacity is’bginfgfmunod and 300 more kilowatts of mediuwm-
me pOWer are programmsd, This will give tha Voicl of the Arabs a £ Wi

z:'macity, far axceeding anything now 1n the lru. .

This compares with the Voice of Amricn'u ISO-KH mmnitur eboard’
the Coast Ouard cutter Courier snchéred off nhodu.” aadio Baghdad, the most
modern outside Cairo in the Arab world, also has 150-KW medium-wave trana-
mitter, installed’ lhort]y before tho nvolution lnt :mr.

“vary contestant in the Hiddle East's radio war’ h striving to drown -

mt all rivals. “Egypt 1is 11nking ’the rladgling Syrun Sroadcut.ing Sntu wit.h

Mq..._ gl

_her own “et‘mr"M more pmrful t.mmmittar ‘has bom sent to Dameu-. WE

ngptian State Broadcasting) llraady is’ exchanging programs and -hit”.ff with

ﬂg&m’iﬁ U8, v VR a  E

rfficiala here say Egypt will- build s 70—KH udim—nn transmitter |

tnited Aub Statm. This trmdtﬁ:\ wi).l roh; prurm to Bast and cmtnl

' Hrien broudcast' by -the 50-KW trlhalttiar tised by thc cllndntina Voioo of

Vs H‘rien. '!‘Ma trananitber 1a’ **Iocatnd ao-whcrc in wpcr Reypt md is

wai .y gundod,“
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funds for a land-bascd megawatt transmitter that will broadcast to the
¥iddle East and North Africs, supplanting the inadequate Courier., Best bet
is that the new American facility will be on Cyprus,

BBC programs in Arabic aré;relaysd from Cyprus, British officisls say
they intand to revive an\Arabic service originating on the island, But
acceptance of British broadcasts {n the Arab world is now at low ebb,

' Iuring the first nine months of last year the Co@muniat bloc increased
its broadcasts to the Aradb world from about aixtytnine hours to more than
vighty-one hours weckly, Red China alone stepped up her transmissions to
Arab countries by seventecn percent, )

ESB now broadcastavn total of sixty-one hours and forty minutes daily,

This includes eipght hours for the Voice of the Arabs, three hours for the Sudm,
almost nineteen hours for tﬁe Cairo local service in Arabic and nineteen hours
and fifteen minutes to overseas points,

Cairo alsoc brosdcasts a local service in European languages ten hours and
forty-five minutes daily as well as a Third Program (patterned on the BBC)
for two hours a day,

In addition to these tranamissions, the Volce of Free Africa originates
from four to rour‘and a half hours daily in African llng;aaea.

The Voice of the Arabs broadcasts cxclusively in Arabic althoush there
is a Frunch-language program beamed to North Africa, Cairo radi; itself broad-
casts in seventeen languages: Indoncsian, Malay, Bengali, Urdu, Swahiii, Amharic,
Somali, Hcbrew, Kurdish, Turkish, Persian, French, Oerman, English, Italian,

Spanish, Portuguese (to Brazil)..
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There also are special programs in Algerian and Sudanesc dialect,

Tre Volco of Frece Africs has initiated broadcasts in Tegrene to parts
of Ethiopia, and Afrikaans and Lingua Africa to Central Africa, in addition
to Arabic and the other main'African languages,

A staff of more than 1,000 is employed by ESB, The Voice of Free Africa
repnrtedl} is operated directly by the Intelligence service of the Egyptian
ATTY o

E5B's staff is woll paid by Egyptian standards, Ahmed Said, the leading
adrmontator of the Voice of the Arabs and the most famous radic name in the
Arab world, 1s reputedly one of the best paid men 1n‘Egypt.

Many Fgyptian radic personnel have been trained abroad. Ahmed Taher,
controller of overseas broadcasting and reportedly boss of the Voice of
Free Africs, spent twelve years in London with the BBC Arabie service, The
former news director of the station took part of his training at NBC, At loﬁat
two Egyptian radio men have been sent to Moscow for on-tho-Job oxperianco.

Staff has also been recruited from lbroad. Three announcers for the new
Voice of Kurdiatan servie are reported to have beén provided by the Sovist
nion, The Algerian resbels (rLﬁ) broadcast regularly over Cairo facilities in
both Arabic and French to their supporters in Algeria, Political rbnegades;
including sevcral known Communiéts, from Zanzibar, southern Arabia, the Persian
Gulf, and Central Africa are also on the ESB staff,

A modernistic hoadquarters bullding will be corpleted for ESB and
associsted services in about two years, It will be just north of the now
Nile Hilton fronting on the rivar. Dfricials in Cairo say the new building
also will have facilitiea for television brondcaatt. ‘
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The director of Nasser's powerful radio is Mohamed Amin Hamed, & hulking

LA=ycar=old former proaééuting"lttorhey‘ﬂho became chief of censorship after
the 1952 revolution, ‘Hamld‘hab never been out of Egypts He speaks little
English, But he 1s an ironikgbtod sdministrator and considered 100 percent
reliable‘pbliticnllj.“ ‘

Hamad has aprinkleé age;tc of Lgyptian Intelligence throughout ESB, .

One of these is a shadowy figure namod Mohamod Abdel Kader, so-oalled Political
Controller of the Volce of ﬁw ‘Araba and a very isportant person in the whole
operation, |

The director of the Volce of the Arabs is Yehya Abu Bakr, a moderate
who replaced the vitriolic Ahmed 8ald after the latter's campaign t6 have
King Hussein assassinated backfired last year,

Radio policy is 1aid down by Nasser himself operating throu;h a Supreme
Broadcasting Council whose chairman is Lieutenant Colonel Abdel Kader Hatem,
a former Army Intelligence officer who now hglde the position of Deputy
Minister for Presidential Affairs in charge of Information and BrOldcalting;
Hatem is deceptively soft-spoken and sstute in the intricacies of Oriecntal
intrigue. He often gives final approval for a "sensitive" political
comontary.‘

Organisation = Tho fiction 1s maintainod that ESB is an autonomous corporation

independent of political control by the government and similar to the BBC,
This was in fact the original conception when the Egyptian ;o;trnaent entered

tho broadcasting field in 1947, Today, howuver, official control of ESB is omni-

present and omnipotent,

Mg

W Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/13 : CIA-RDP80R01731R000700010014-3




Declassified in Part - Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/13 : CIA- RDP80R01731 R000700010014-3
There also has been an atu-pt to portray the Yoice of the Arabe as

1_’_aeparate and distinct from ESB, It is s3id to be & prtnuly operated
station speaking for the "Arab pecple."” This 1is @ transparent myth, The
i Voice of the Arabs and ESB use the samc mrr in many dep&rtnntl. operate
in the same hoadquarters and work under the sames strict ponticll control,
Bacause of the effort to maintain those fictions and the regime's
obscssion with Qecurit&, ESB and the Volce of the Arabs have beon shiolded
from inquiaitivd eyvﬁ. Haa;y police guards armed with rifles are mounted
aréund FSB buildings.twenty-tmu' hours a day, Access to studios and newsrooms

is riporously cdnt.rolled;

. Effectivencss = Egyptisn radio has achieved its remarkable degree of

i offoctivoness because 1t preaches sn inflasmatory gospel of revolt and

rm}ival that appeils to the largely i1lliterate, nationalistio Arab masses,

Radio receivors are falrly widespread in tho Middle Bast, enabling Cairo
to projcct its message into the smallest hamlet. |

For exanplo, therc are some 800,000 scts in lzypt alone. Syria is
| theurht to have 300,800 for o population of less than § uillion.\l;aq has
abnout the same number of receivers for s slightly larger population, Morocco
has about L30,000 scts for her 11 million people. |
Cairo radio is closely linked to the rest of Nasser's propaganda machine,
It rcmularly broadcasts editorials from the Cairo press. It carries Nasser's
own spceches, It mixcs news and political commentary with propaganda-laden
"ontertainment® programs, including dramatic productions,

" The former Egyptian Hinhfor of Nationsl mida.nce has said: "The mission

of ESB is to make the volce of Egypt and her rovolution heard all over the world,"

L
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‘ . The "“voice" is an offcctive exponent and propagator of Nasser's

brand of nationalism, It is not a substitute for policy snd never will be,

————

without Nassor and his mass appeal, Cairo radio's tirades wou]_.d lose much

of t.ﬁc:ir impact,

Indeced, there is cvidence that Cairo radio quickly loses effectivenecss
when Egyption policy goes astroy as it did in April 1957 when King Hussein
outwitted pro-Egyptian ¢lemonts in Jordan who sought to dethrone him,

Cairo at that time reported blood was running in the stroots of Ammean,
It exhorted the Palsstine refugees and other Jordanians to rise against the
kinr, The reports were so patently false thet the exhortations lost their
andicnec, " )

Onc thing is important to remembor, Violence of language is nothing
new in the Arab world. The Voice of the Arsbs did not invont political
dintribes and invective. These arc stiples in tho Arab world of wery anclent
vintaire,

Language, espécially the Arabic tongue, is an art foﬁn in the Arab world,
1t 49 expected to be used that way, particularly sgsinst c;no'a enemies, This
mcans that expressions of exaggerated ferocity are repeatedly used without
any thought being given to their real meaning, For mrpio, an Egyptian
peasant will often say to his wayward son, nIt11 cut your throat unless
you behave," Of coﬁrse, he has no thought of murdering his offfprmg.

It is o typicallyi violent Arsb way of speaking.

The impact of Cairo radio is, therefore, primarily the product of its

nationalist message and only secondarily the effect of its intemperate

lanfuage., Actually the two go hand in hand,
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Tho West can never compete on these terws with Cairo, It can only

deliver its own mcssape in its own vernacular, The only antidote to

Cairo radio is a policy that will align the West, especially the United

. : ¢ '
States, with the aspirations of the Arabs which Cairo seeks to exploit in

ways repugnint to everyone but the Arabs,
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